Pro: intraoperative transesophageal echocardiography is a cost-effective strategy for cardiac surgical procedures.
TEE is an expensive but useful intraoperative diagnostic strategy for cardiac surgical procedures. It can alter surgical management with tremendous potential benefits to the patient. It also has the potential to avoid unnecessary surgery and reduce the risk of complications such as reoperation, thromboembolism, and stroke. As with any new technology, the indications for its use must be evaluated on the basis of cost, benefits, and efficacy to determine the true value and cost-effectiveness in a particular application. Based on the information presented in this report, it can be concluded that TEE is a cost-effective strategy for valvular and congenital heart repairs. Current data are very convincing that TEE has the potential to be cost-effective in reducing the risk of stroke in selected populations of cardiac surgical patients. As experience with the use of TEE in its various applications increases and the technology itself continues to improve, it will undoubtedly become a more valuable and cost-effective strategy for cardiac surgery.